THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE

for, Parliamentary figures, in and out of the Administration, were
prominent in every field of public service and were hastening in, as
they do now, from the battlefield to cast their votes and to give
their counsel. It was so in the Marlborough wars, it was so under
Lord Chatham, it was so in the wars against Napoleon. The Duke
of Wellington, then Sir Arthur Wellesley, went out to the Army in
the Peninsula while still holding the Irish Secretaryship ; and when
the Army went into winter quarters he returned home, and resumed
his duties on the Treasury Bench. A great and respectable tradition
has followed those lines.

In earlier times, I must admit, in a mood of temporary and
melancholy self-abasement, or under harsh external pressure, the
House of Commons passed a self-denying ordinance. That was the
prelude to the dictatorship of Oliver Cromwell. In the Act of
Settlement, 1702, Parliament proposed to prevent every Member
of the House of Commons from holding any kind of office under the
Crown. It is to the House of Lords, in the later Acts of 1705 and
1707, that we owe that immense assertion of democratic power and
popular control which is secured by the presence of the principal
Members of the Executive in the House of Commons, chosen mainly
from its Members, and living their daily life in full intimacy and
association. In the palmy days of Queen Victoria, great respect
was paid to the position of a Member of Parliament. His status
and authority were everywhere considered. He was much looked
up to. Then there was an interlude. As the franchise became
more democratic, it grew to be the fashion in certain social circles
to speak with contempt about Members of Parliament as a class
and as a type. They were represented as mere spouters and
chatterboxes, the putters of awkward questions and the raisers of
small points of procedure. 'Kipling wrote his poem :

M.P., was a liar> and a fluent liar therewith"

Altogether, there was a phase in which Members of Parliament
were thought to be rather a poor lot. That period is over. This
White Paper is a proof that it is over. What is this White Paper ?
I say it is a roll of honour. The roll is not by any means necessarily
final. Many things have yet to happen. This White Paper
records a process reached naturally and even inevitably under the
conditions of these tremendous and terrible times, and which, while
it serves the interest of' the nation at war, dignifies and enhances
the character and quality of Parliamentary representation.
It is the policy of this present Government to raise and sustain
the personal status of Members of Parliament in every possible
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